Convention of Cintra
This is John Bull in great dismay
At the sight of the ships that conveyed away
The gold and silver, and all the spoil
That the French had plundered with so much toil,
Because Sir Hew, whom nobody knew,
Had made the Convention that nobody owns
That saved old Junot's baggage and bones,
Altho' Sir Arthur (whose valour and skill
Began so well and ended so ill)
Had beat the French who took the gold,
That lay in the City of Lisbon. *   ^
T IEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR ARTHUR WELLESLEYf sailed
JLyfrom Cork with his force of 9,000 on July i2th. By
July list he was at Coruna, by July 25th off Oporto, and on
July 3ist from Mondego Bay he was issuing his G.O. to the
troops concerning their behaviour in Portugal.
The troops are to understand that Portugal is a country friendly to His
Majesty [the order ran], that it is essentially necessary to their own success
that the most strict obedience should be preserved, that properties and
persons should be respected, and that no injury should be done which it
is possible to avoid. The Lieutenant-General declares his determination
to punish in the most exemplary manner all who may be convicted of
acts of outrage and of plunder against the persons or property of any
of the people of the country.
It is almost essential to the success of the army that the religious pre-
judices and opinions of the people of the country should be respected,
and with this view the Lieutenant-General desires the following rules
may be observed:
ist. " No officer or soldier belonging to the army is to go to any
place of religious worship, during the performance of Divine
service in such places, excepting with the permission of the
officer commanding his regiment, and the General officer com-
manding the brigade to which he belongs.
2nd. "When an officer or soldier shall visit a church, or any other
place of religious worship, from motives of curiosity, at periods
* This rhyme comes from the correspondence of the ist Earl of
Malmesbury, Vol. If, p. 230. It was sent home from the Peninsula
by Captain Bowles, who says, " I enclose a squib."
f Promoted to Lieutenant-General, April 25th, 1808.
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